
WELCOME
CLASS OF 2031!



OUR SCHOOL

• Opened in 2019 with 48 students

• 1st, 2nd, 3rd, Transition Year and 5th Year.

• 282 students currently enrolled.

• 28 teaching staff, 9 Student Support Assistants (SNAs), 1 school 
administrator.



SUPPORT TEAM

• Guidance Counsellor: Ann Marie 
Greene amgreene@galwayetss.ie

• AEN Coordinator: Katriona Woods 
kwoods@galwayetss.ie

• Sarah Molloy principal@galwayetss.ie

• Sinead dp@galwayetss.ie

• Noreen admin@galwayetss.ie

mailto:amgreene@galwayetss.ie
mailto:kwoods@galwayetss.ie
mailto:principal@galwayetss.ie
mailto:dp@galwayetss.ie
mailto:admin@galwayetss.ie


OUR COMMUNITY DOG

Peanut



OUR VISION

• Cultivate a love of learning

• Build an inclusive community

• Cultivate and maintain positive 
relationships

• Create a sustainable environment



GETSS: AN EDUCATE TOGETHER SCHOOL

In Educate Together schools, everyone will learn in a student-centred, 

inclusive, democratic, co-educational setting that is committed to enabling 

and supporting each student to achieve their full potential while at the same 

time preparing them to become caring and active members of a culturally 

diverse society.



WHAT DOES THIS LOOK LIKE?

• First names for all

• No uniform

• Respect and kindness

• Student voice

• Parent voice

• Innovative teaching and learning

• Creativity

• Sustainability



WHERE WILL WE BE SITUATED?

Current Accommodation: Newtownsmith (2-3 Years)

Department of Education have set upper limit of 72 students for 2024/2025

Permanent Accommodation:

• Permanent site has been confirmed at Garraun, Oranmore (Very close to train 
station which is currently being developed)

• New build to facilitate 1000 students

Permanent Location will be accessible to all sides of school planning area 
via school and public transport. This is a priority of Department of 
Education.



• Office 365

• Individual devices – iPads (to be 
purchased through Wriggle)

• Microsoft Teams/Office 365

• Cost €600 approx. 

• Payment Plan available 

TECHNOLOGY ENHANCED
LEARNING

The technology is not the 
focus of the learning rather 
the medium through which 

students learn.



DEVELOPING KEY SKILLS
The technology is not what is important - we use technology to enhance the 
learning and develop students’ skills.
http://galwayetss.ie/page/Apple-Distinguished-School/60789/Index.html

Collaboration
Creativity
Accessibility
Creation of content
Organisation

http://galwayetss.ie/page/Apple-Distinguished-School/60789/Index.html


Curious about 
the iPads?
Ask teachers and 
students in our 
classrooms to show 
you how they are 
used for learning.



FLEXIBILITY & INCLUSION



BACK TO THE 80S @ GETSS

A date for your diaries!
November 29th & 30th



EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Students 
choose the 
activities!





What will the day look like?

School opens at 8am and 
lessons begin at 8.30 

Our classrooms are called 
Learning Spaces

Hour-long classes

No bells except at breaks

Morning break: 15 mins

Lunch-time: 30 or 40 mins

Senior Students can leave 
the premises at lunch-
time. Juniors stay on site. 



ROLE OF THE 
TUTOR

Different focus each morning:

Monday: Organisation/Journals

Tuesday: Literacy/Numeracy

Wednesday: Mindfulness

Thursday: Reflection

Friday: Global Citizenship Education

8.30 - 8.45 every day

Guidance, advice and support

Daily contact with students

Wellbeing check-ins

Key point of contact with home

Monitors behaviour and attendance

Problems or questions



GUIDANCE AND COUNSELLING

Educational Guidance & Counselling: Providing 
support at key moments during students' time 
at school  

Vocational Guidance & Counselling: Career 
and college choices

Social and Personal Guidance & Counselling: 
One to one/group meetings to talk about any 
issues which may arise, relationships, building 
resilience, feelings, etc. 

Guidance Counsellor: Ann Marie 
Greene amgreene@galwayetss.ie

mailto:amgreene@galwayetss.ie


ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

• If you wish to speak to our AEN 
coordinator, Katriona Woods, 
please visit the area 
outside LS11 or email us with 
your particular concerns

• If you are offered a place, we 
will explore support options 
fully.

AEN Coordinator: Katriona Woods

kwoods@galwayetss.ie

mailto:kwoods@galwayetss.ie


WHAT SUBJECTS WILL I STUDY?

Gaeilge English Maths
MFL 

(French or Spanish)

Science History

Physical Ed.
Civic, Social & 

Political Ed.
Social, Personal & 

Health Ed.
Ethical Ed.

Core Subjects
Short Courses



AVAILABLE JUNIOR CYCLE OPTIONS

Visual Art
Applied 

Technology
Graphics Home Economics

Business Music

Options Taster Programme until October of 1st Year - Choose Two

See GETSS.ie or curriculumonline.ie for further information

Geography



AVAILABLE SHORT COURSES

Coding
Artistic 

Performance

Climate Action

Taster during induction – choose one

1 hour p/w, 1st – 3rd Year



ETHICAL EDUCATION

• Specific to Educate Together schools

• 1 lesson per week.

• Involves exploring different worldviews and beliefs, considering ethical dilemmas 
and the process of ethical decision making (deciding between right and wrong).

• Invites students and teachers to engage with issues and problems facing society
and aims to develop the skills of critical thinking, discussion and debate.

• 9 Strands: Values; Making Moral and Ethical Decisions; Beliefs and Worldviews; 
Different Teachings and Perspectives; Diversity in Ireland, Migration; Power and 
Participation; Gender Equality; Global Citizenship Education



RESTORATIVE PRACTICE
Building Positive Relationships and 

Supporting Positive behaviour



GOOD HABITS FROM THE START
• Healthy Eating Policy - bring healthy lunches and snacks

• Single use plastic policy - all students must have a reusable bottle/cup 
and lunch box and we encourage all to avoid excess packaging e.g. cling 
film, tin foil

• Green School – working together for a sustainable future

• Active School – physically educated and active community

• Amber School – mental health & wellbeing

• Community and Social Involvement

• Kindness and Respect for each other, our school and our environment

• RP (Restorative Practice) approach



HOW TO APPLY 

• Online application form on website

• Closing date October 23rd

• If oversubscribed, we go to a lottery

• Order of Categories:

1. Siblings

2. School Planning Area (MAP) 

3. Outside Planning Area

4. Late Applications

• All details in the Admissions Policy on 
website



OUR OPEN EVENING 
• Visit our learning spaces and our practical rooms and learn about our 

school
• Activities for the students in each room
• Take part in the Scavenger Hunt (answers found in our Learning Spaces)
• Chat to the teachers and SSAs
• Meet our wonderful students
• Have tea, coffee or hot chocolate (don't forget to dispose of your cup in 

the compost bin!)
• You don’t have to go in any order
• If you find that a room is full just move on and come back
• Ask if you can’t find something!



Keep up to date and see what life is like in GETSS – Follow us!
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